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May, 2021 

The Scratching Post 
Presenting the Class of 2021 

By David Selves and Kairyn Miller 

 

As always, the end of the year is completed with a graduation ceremony of the 

12th grade students. The ceremony took place at 3:00pm, on May 15th in the big gym. 

This event started with a slideshow showing the memories that this group of seniors had 

made together. As is tradition, the salutatorian, Aubrey Clement, gave a speech recount-

ing her memories at Banner County High School and thanking the teachers that had 

helped this class through their junior high and high school years. Next, Valedictorian, 

Kathryn Blankenship, shared her own memories of the years as well as her hopes for the 

future of the class. She noted how strange it’ll be for them to no longer attend school 

here, but gave words of encouragement to her classmates, assuring them that they can do 

anything they set their minds to. They were then able to further thank loved ones with the 

presentation of flowers. Many shed a tear as they gave out the white lilies to their biggest 

supporters. 

As the ceremony continued, the students were presented with their scholarships as 

Mr. Cooper shared their plans for the future with the audience. Kathryn, Aubrey, Joe, and 

Macee all plan to further their education at the college of their choice. Haddie and Chey-

anne, however, plan to immediately enter the workforce. Lastly, the moment they had all 

been waiting for came, the presentation of their diplomas. Each student was called up to 

receive his or her diploma before Principal Jones ended the event by presenting the newly 

graduated class of 2020-2021. 

We hope that this class has enjoyed their time 

at Banner Country School. They’ve made many lasting 

memories with us. We are sad to see them go, but we 

can’t wait for them to explore and see what the future 

holds for them. They have definitely earned this and 

have worked hard throughout the years. We are all so 

proud of what you have accomplished and who you 

have grown to be. Good luck to our newest alumni! 



“Every Artist was First an Amateur” 
By Riann Morton 

What is art? By the dictionary’s definition, art is the expression or ap-

plication of human creative skill and imagination, typically in a visual form 

such as painting or sculpture; producing works to be appreciated primarily 

for their beauty or emotional power. With this definition, what is the first 

thing that comes to mind? Maybe the famous Mona Lisa painting by Leonar-

do da Vinci? How about Van Gough’s Starry Night ? Art has been used in 

every culture throughout history, whether it be the cavemen drawing on the 

walls of ancient rocks, or the Egyptians using hieroglyphs to tell stories and 

prophecies. Even the Romans and Greeks used the art of sculpting to depict 

their gods and heroes. Art is a wonderful thing, with no such thing as ever 

doing it wrong. Art can be used to express thoughts and feelings. You come 

across art every single day in fashion, architecture, and more. Exposing chil-

dren to art helps them learn how to express themselves better and can help 

ward off mental illnesses like anxiety and depression.  

 Now you may be thinking of the types of artwork the students have 

been producing at the school.  There are many displays of artwork found 

around the school for everyone to see. Elementary students have dis-

played their artwork on the hallway walls all throughout the school year, 

and the cabinet display outside the art room has held a variety of pieces 

that cannot be hung up. These artworks are colorful and express the stu-

dents’ personalities. 

Not only do our Wildcats get to show off their creative abilities, 

but they also learn about art history as they participate in their art 

classes. Students learn about famous artists as well as various art 

styles like portraits and pop art. Once the students have learned 

the history of a style of artwork or a particular painting, they will 

apply that style of artwork to their own piece. An example would 

be of the 5th grade students recreating Grant Wood’s American 

Gothic.  It's always interesting to see how students will take what 

they have learned and apply it to their own style of artwork.  

Our Wildcats are so lucky to have such a wonderful art teacher to help 

them navigate the vast world of art. Mrs. Parsons (K-12 Art) said, “I think art is 

important because it exercises the creative part of the brain.” She also stated 

that it was hard to choose her favorite art project since she teaches quite a vari-

ety throughout the school year. Thanks to her and the students’ imaginations, 

our school hallways are brighter with their artistic abilities.  
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Stepping Through History 

By Wyatt Onstott 

 This was no ordinary OEF trip. No, this was a trip through time. Yes, 

you're reading that right, a trip through time. Students on this trip were 

able to visit historical sites in the panhandle of Nebraska and parts of Wy-

oming. These trips may sound boring on the surface, but in reality they 

were a blast from the past. Students in grades 4-12 had the chance to go 

on these trips, learn what has happened many years ago, and had an ad-

venture learning while exploring these sites. Some of the students even 

wrote down what they observed on this historical journey like the fa-

mous fictional archeologist, Indiana Jones. 

 The first day of this OEF marathon was a trip to Fort Laramie on 

April 23rd. Students had the opportunity to see the wagon wheel ruts 

and Register Cliffs. These cliffs are where Oregon Trail pioneers carved 

their names all the way back in the 1850s. For the second trip, students 

traveled to Ash Hollow on April 30th. They visited the plaque for Narcissa 

women along with Court House and Jail Rocks which are both located in 

Bridgeport. There they learned about the first women on the Oregon 

Trail. The last trip in this adventure was on May 14th on 

which the students visited Fort Robinson.  

The teacher leading the charge on this adventure 

was Mrs. Wounded Arrow. “It is so exciting to stand in a 

place of history and the best part is that it’s in our back-

yard. It’s incredible!” said Mrs. Wounded Arrow.  The stu-

dents who participated agreed that it was an exciting expe-

rience. They learned more than they 

thought they would. Mrs. Wounded 

Arrow confirmed that we are defi-

nitely going to have more trips next 

year. So get your hiking shoes pre-

pared and get ready to learn more 

about the history of the place we call 

home! 
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Inductees JoIn Banner county’s natIonal Honor socIety 

This year’s National Honor Society induction took place on May 3rd. With this in-

duction we welcome Makyla Mason and Brendyn Onstott into our chapter of the National 

Honor Society. We also welcome Isaac Olsen, Jaelyn Yetter, and Gabe Teeple into our 

chapter of the National Junior Honor Society. Congratulations to all our newest members! 

Coming to the End of  Our Piece 

By Kairyn Miller 

Banner County’s high school band, as well as two singers, participated in the District Mu-

sic Contest at WNCC. Five members of the band played in an ensemble. This group consisted of: 

Grace Fankhauser, Kairyn Miller, Brendyn Onstott, Wyatt Onstott, and Adia Thompson. Wyatt 

Onstott, David Selves, Grace Fankhauser, Noah Yetter, Adia Thompson, and our two vocalists, 

Haddie Grubbs and Mycala Jones, all competed with individual solos. Grace, Wyatt, Adia, and 

David all earned superior ratings for their performances. The instrumental group, as well as No-

ah and Mycala, all scored with excellent ratings. Haddie received a good rating for her vocal so-

lo. All of the musicians showed great improvement from the beginning of the year and did 

splendidly.  We are very proud of our musical wildcats. 
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As you might already know, May the 4th is known as Star Wars Day. 

This is in reference to the phrase often said by Jedi before a difficult mission, 

“May the Force be with you.” Well, Star Wars Day has come and gone, but 

that doesn’t mean we can’t share the fun details with our readers! Here at 

Banner County School, we may have had a little extra fun as we neared the end of the school year. 

With the help of the Scratching Post staff and Dr. Browne, our plan came to fruition. Upon the arri-

val of students, the Star Wars theme Battle Over Coruscant played over the loudspeakers. Students 

wore their Star Wars t-shirts, hoodies, and accessories to celebrate and yes, this included Star Wars 

costumes with lightsabers.  

On top of dressing up, the Star Lab Planetarium was set up in the big gym. It served to teach 

students about constellations and their meanings. The planetarium made the whole world seem so 

small in a hemisphere of complete darkness beyond a small light projecting the images. Each grade 

was able to visit the planetarium for a variety of learning opportunities. As an extra bonus, music 

students got a little extra surprise. These students had a chance to watch a recording of an orches-

tra performing Star Wars music. Fun fact, the orchestra was sponsored by Darth Vader and Master-

Card.  

Even though Star Wars day has passed, we were able to celebrate it and bring some interga-

lactic spirit to the school to help us reach the end of the school year. Thank you to all who partici-

pated in this interstellar day! 

By David Selves 



Celebrating Our “Students of the Month” with Ice Cream 

by David Selves and Wyatt Onstott 

Dr. Browne began the Student of the Month award to recog-

nize students that make good choices and/or have improved in be-

havior and academic performance. This also includes kind students 

who treat those around them with respect. Dr. Browne has stated, 

“We are looking for kids who have the characteristics that we want 

to see at Banner County School.”  In order to become Student of 

the Month (SotM), you need to meet at least three of the criteria 

below to be nominated. Students can be nominated by teachers 

and staff members every month, and usually there can be any-

where from 8-12 nominations that range from elementary to 

high school age students. 

 Dr. Browne decided to surprise the students who have 

received the title, this year and last, with an ice cream extrava-

ganza. “I feel like we should show appreciation to the outstand-

ing students so I decided that we should have an ice cream so-

cial to bring the outstanding students together, and who 

doesn’t like ice cream!?!” stated Dr. Browne. The students were ex-

cited for the surprise ice cream party and the time they had to 

socialize at the end of the school day. 

Criteria to be considered for Student of the Month 

 Show improvement in and /or meets learning standards. 

 Maintain good attendance or improved attendance. 

 Exemplify good character traits. 

 Show excellent or improved behavior. 

 Display a positive attitude toward others and/or learning. 

 Exemplify good citizenship or improvement in citizenship. 

 Participates to the best of his/her ability in the classroom. 

 Demonstrates responsibility. 

 Respects peers, teachers, staff, and self. 

 Is kind and caring to others. 
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 This year has really gone by quickly. I had fun learning a LOT this year. Even though 

this year has been a struggle; we got through it. COVID as well as some other things had 

made this year a bit difficult, but it was also full of good things. I was able to attend school, 

spend time with my friends, and so much more. I’m excited to see what happens next school 

year. Thank you for the good memories. I’ll see you again next year!  - Kairyn Miller 

 I think this year has been stressful, but I’ve overcome a LOT of obstacles.  I’ve ac-

complished many things this year, but I’m very much looking forward to the end of it. I 

can’t wait to create lasting memories of my senior year. I’m looking forward to life beyond 

high school and beginning college. Even with COVID and all the masks, I still had fun. I’ve 

learned  about myself and just everything in general. I’m looking forward to next year and 

all the classes I will be taking. I really think the teachers are preparing me for college and life 

after high school. - Riann Morton 

 This year hasn’t been the best, but it hasn’t been the worst. What I mean is that 

even though a LOT has happened this year, I learned that we can handle difficult 

times. Even though everyone has been stressed this year with masks and COVID re-

strictions, I still think it was a good year. We just had to be creative to participate in our 

activities. I’m glad we had sports this year. It was so much fun! Overall, this year was 

much better than we all thought it could be. I can’t wait for next year when we more 

than likely can say goodbye to masks. - Wyatt Onstott 

The Scratching Post staff was asked to reflect on how they felt this school 

year went. Check out what they had to say. 

 I am glad to be back at BCS and that people were happy to have me back. We 

made it through 2020 together, even if we had to wear masks and social distance all school 

year. While being a part of the Scratching Post was difficult for a distracted writer like my-

self, I had a great time with this awesome group of people.  I was able to share news with 

the community and it was a new experience for me. I plan to be a part of the Scratching Post 

again next year. Being part of the Yearbook staff allowed me to have another shot with 

photography and editing software, which I enjoy. This year will be one to remember be-

cause I made some great friends along the way!  - David Selves 
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
May 10, 2021 

 
Awards and Recognitions  
President Johnson commended the following students, staff, and patrons: 
-Students of the Month: Rebekah Jones, Kindergarten and Marie Hein, Grade 9.  
-Minuteman Activities Conference track meet: Makyla Mason placed 2nd in the 3200 M Run and Nate McGow-
an placed 5th in the 3200 M Run. 
-National Honor Society Inductees: Makyla Mason, Brendyn Onstott (Provisional) 
-National Junior Honor Society Inductees: Isaac Olsen, Jaelyn Yetter, Gabe Teeple 
Approve purchase of K-6 Science Program, materials, and 6-year digital licensing from Amplify for $30,832.81. 
Passed with a motion by Bret Jeffries and a second by Douglas Olsen. 
Approve purchase of grades 7-12 Vocabulary Program, materials, and 6-year digital licensing from Perfection 
Learning for $5379.59. Passed with a motion by Douglas Olsen and a second by Bret Jeffries.  

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

FREE reading program for students entering 
K-3 in the BCS Library! 

 
Tuesday & Thursday  9:00-11:00am 
June 1, 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22, 24, 29 

July 1, 6, 8, 10, 13, 15 
 

Call the school office at 308-436-5262 to register. 

All BCS students have been invited to take the BCS 
Wildcat Summer Learning Challenge!   
 
Students in K-3 can come to the Library for the Sum-
mer Reading Program. 
 
Students in K-7 can go online to complete Zearn 
Math Missions. 
 
ALL students can READ and complete AR quizzes. 
Students who participate can keep their school-
issued devices from June 1 to July 23 and qualify for 
the Summer Learning Challenge Star Assembly at 
the beginning of the 2021-2022 school year! 
 

Students who did not submit participation forms 
by May 20th can sign up by calling the office at  

308-436-5262 

Summer Office Hours 
 

The BCS Main office will be open 
Mondays-Thursdays throughout 
the summer from 7:30am-3:30pm 

 
The BCS Library will be open from June 1 until  

July 15 on Tuesdays & Thursdays between  
9:00am-12:00pm for book check out! 



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 

Banner County School is accepting OPTION applications for the 

2021-2022 school year! 

 
In addition to a safe and secure learning environment, we offer: 

4-day school week 

Option Enrichment Fridays – 5th day enrichment program 

Full day preschool (Mon-Thurs) 

Small class sizes and low student to teacher ratio 

1:1 digital devices to support personalized learning 

Individualized scheduling to meet educational goals. High school students can choose 

from among hundreds of courses, including: distance learning, dual credit, online, work

-placement, and independent study.  

Seniors “learn to earn” a personal laptop upon graduation 

Schedule a school visit with Principal Charles Jones by calling 308-436-5262! Go to www.bcswildcats.org 
for more information and to access the Option Enrollment Application. 

http://www.bcswildcats.org

